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Please see the Philippines Department of Health (DOH) Daily Case Bulletins and COVID-19 Tracker for further information.

*Obtained from FASSSTER COVID-19 death tally as of 24 October 2022 

Summary of the epidemiological situation in Philippines2

Key numbers

COVID-19 cases

The trend of reported COVID-19 cases in the Philippines has been fluctuating for the past month. In week 41 (10 - 16
October 2022) there were 15,294 new cases reported nationally (13.7 cases per 100,000 population ). In week 42 (17 -
23 October 2022), there were 11,995 new cases nationally (10.8 cases per 100,000 population ). The following regions
recorded the highest case counts: National Capital Region (3,915 cases), Region IV-A: CALABARZON (2,166 cases), and
Region III: Central Luzon (1,384 cases).

Figure 1. Daily reported COVID-19 cases in the Philippines (30 January 2020 - 23 October 2022) 
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https://doh.gov.ph/bulletin
https://doh.gov.ph/covid19tracker


The daily number (7-day average) of COVID-19
occupied ICU beds had been in plateau for the
past three weeks (week 42 - 610, week 41 -
610.4, week 40 - 610 beds). As of 23 October
2022, the COVID-19 ICU bed utilization is
23.1%.  The utilization of COVID-19 dedicated
mechanical ventilators (7-day average) in the
past three weeks has also plateaued (week 42
- 293.4, week 41 - 289, week 40 - 290
ventilators). 

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic,
63,779 COVID-19 related deaths have been reported
in Philippines as of 23 October 2022 (Figure 3). From
1 - 23 October 2022, there were 76 deaths reported;
nine in 17 - 23 October and 67 in 1 - 16 October
2022.  

In the last three weeks (3 - 23 October 2022)
the number of RT-PCR tests conducted has
plateaued. For the recent week (17 -23
October), there were 0.9 test per 1,000
population (105,157 tests); in the previous
week (10 - 16 October), 1.0 test per 1,000
population (108,992 tests)​ were recorded; and
on 3 - 9 October, there were 1.05 tests per
1,000 population (117,534 tests). The test
positivity rate on the recent week is 13.4%,
which is 9.5% lower than the previous week
(14.8%) and this is the second week of a
decline (3 - 9 October: 15.6%). 

From the Briefer on Cases Related to New
Variants of the Department of Health (DOH)
dated 18 October 2022, one (1) Delta variant
and its sublineages (0.13%), one (1) Omicron
BA.2.75 variant case (0.13%), three Omicron
BA.4 variant cases (0.39%), 180 Omicron BA.5
variant cases (23.49%), 246 Omicron BA.2.3.20
variant cases (32.11%), 61 XBB variant cases
(7.96%), and 71 XBC variant cases (9.27%) were
detected in the most recent batch of whole
genome sequencing results (766 samples
sequenced). 

In addition, 122 samples previously classified
as Omicron or Delta variants were reclassified
as the XBC variant – leading to a total of 193
XBC cases.   One hundred seventy six (176) of
the XBC cases have recovered, three are still
undergoing isolation, five have died, while the
outcomes of nine others are still being
identified. Of the five deaths, two were
unvaccinated, one was vaccinated with last
dose of primary series, while the vaccination
status of two others are still being verified.
Four of the five deaths have comorbidities. 

Sixty of the XBB cases were from Region VI
(Western Visayas) and one from Region XI
(Davao Region). 

Laboratory: testing rates, positivity
rates and genomic surveillance

Healthcare utilization

COVID-19 deaths
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Figure 2. Total bed and ICU bed distribution over time stratified by occupancy (as of 23 October 2022) 

Figure 3. Daily number of COVID-19 deaths in the Philippines by date of death since 2020 (as of 23 October 2022) 
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Philippines detects 81 Omicron XBB subvariant, 193 XBC variant cases (msn.com) 
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[Press Rlease]_DOH REITERATES EFFECTIVENESS OF VACCINATION IN PREVENTING SEVERE COVID-19
AND DEATH, REGARDLESS OF VARIANT (2)_1666221023.pdf
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https://www.msn.com/en-ph/news/national/philippines-detects-81-omicron-xbb-subvariant-193-xbc-variant-cases/ar-AA135nwa
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*eligible population for booster

Figure 4. Overview of COVID-19 vaccination status of Philippines’ population as of 23 October 2022

There is variation in vaccination coverage between regions. For example, the
vaccination coverage (last dose of primary series) of A2 population is 90% and above
in four regions – with 94.5% in NCR, while the coverage is still less than 60% in BARMM
(Table 2). The vaccination coverage of the A3 group is 90% and above in 12 of the 17
regions, while coverage in two regions (Regions V and VIII) is below 80% (Table 3).  

Table 2. Overview of vaccination of A2 population per region in the Philippines (23 October 2022)  Table 3. Overview of vaccination of A3 population per region in the Philippines (23 October 2022)  

As of 23 October 2022, 65.9% of the total population were vaccinated with the last dose of the
primary series. From 17 - 23 October 2022, 399,766 jabs were administered. Among healthcare
workers (A1 priority group), the coverage is 96.7%, with 63.0% having received the first booster
dose and 26.9% received the second booster dose. The vaccination coverage (last dose of
primary series) of the vulnerable sectors of the population - elderly population (A2 priority
group), persons with comorbidities (A3) and poor population (A5), were 79.2%, 94.5%, and
73.2% (Figure 4).  Regarding booster coverage, 26.2% of the eligible population has received the
first booster while 3.8% received the second booster.   

Vaccination



Strategic approach to COVID-19
Prevention, Detection, and Control
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Risk Communication and Community
Engagement (RCCE)

Risk Communications
WHO Philippines team was deployed to
Bulacan Province in Region III (Central
Luzon) on 12 to 14 October 2022 as part
of WHO’s ‘last mile’ support. The team
visited a total of five municipalities
(Malolos, San Miguel, Sta. Maria, Calumpit,
and Hagonoy). 

WHO team provided technical
assistance and recommended action
points to improve COVID-19 vaccination
and routine immunisation coverage in
the province. 

WHO Philippines published the
Filipino version of the social media
content on the benefits of COVID-
19 vaccination for children under
the #SapatNaIngat campaign. 
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Updates from USAID

USAID’s Meeting Targets and
Maintaining Epidemic Control (EpiC)
Project partners on mental health and
psychosocial support for healthcare
workers 
Through the EpiC project, USAID partner
FHI 360 continues to support in building
mentally healthy and resilient healthcare
workers, which could lead to better
patient care, thus, saving more lives. 

Community Engagement 
WHO Philippines team visited Lanao del
Sur on 17-21 October 2022 to support
local health authorities in addressing
challenges on the province’s COVID-19
vaccination and routine immunization
activities. The team visited the Rural
Health Units (RHU) of Mulondo,
Lumbayanague and Maguing, and
barangays Dalama, Lamin and Bato-bato
of these municipalities, and discussed
their progress in implementing
vaccination plans. 

RHU Lumbayanague

RCCE discussion in RHU Maguing 

Meeting with Dr Minalang, IPHO LDS. Marawi City 

Partner Coordination

USAID’s EpiC project conducting hospital training
 on mental health

Iloilo City organizes community info
drives, deploys mobile vaccination
teams
 

USAID supported the Iloilo City Government
in conducting an information drive on
COVID-19 vaccination and deploying mobile
vaccination services for its residents and
employees. USAID’s ReachHealth project
deployed teams to profile residents and
encourage them to get vaccinated against
COVID-19. More than 830 clients received
their COVID-19 jabs in a month. Since June
2022, USAID has supported the Iloilo City
Government in deploying mobile
vaccination and settings-based drives,
inoculating close to 5,000 people. 


